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details about where searchers
found the airplane. Henderson
said Melanson’s body was taken to
the Sussex County medical exam-
iner’s office for an autopsy.

He also said the FAA and Na-
tional Transportation Safety Board
would now take over the investi-
gation,

Melanson, who worked at
Stryker Orthopaedics in Mahwah,
was an experienced pilot. His sin-
gle-engine Cessna 182P had dis-
appeared off radar screens about
7:30 a.m. on Sunday, shortly after

taking off from Sussex Airport in
Waritage on a flight to Connecti-
cut, the FAA said.

Teams of emergency responders
from New Jersey, New York and
Pennsylvania had scanned the
woods in Hardyston and Franklin
by airplane, foot and all-terrain ve-
hicle since midday Sunday. But
the dense forest canopy and A
steep terrain stymied the se
operation,

Among the initial searchers
were the Storms family, who live
in a rural neighborhood near Sil-
ver Lake. '

Nan Storms, 49, said she was in
her kitchen Sunday morning
when she heard a plane flying ve?'
low, then the engine cut out, fol-

lowed by a loud sound like trees
were falling in the distance. She
looked out the window and saw
nothing. Later that morning, she
heard from her mother of a report
that a plane had crashed. Storms
said she called the Hardyston Fire
Department, and her son and hus-
band jumped on ATVs and began
searching the nearby woods.

As the search progressed, au-
thorities tightly regulated the pub-
lic and media, discouraging them
from joining the search. For ob-
servers, the first sign that the plane
was found was when a white med-
ical examiner’s van pulled up at
the Hardyston fire house about
6:15 p.m. on Thursday.

The van drove on Route 23 to-
ward Silver Lake Road, which po-
lice blocked off. But even then, of-
ficials in charge of the search op-
eration declined to provide any in-
formation, ' Ao
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could bring supplies to the rescue
workers,” said Police Capt. Hen-

derson. :

The search b in the Oak
Ridge section of West Milford, said
Henderson. Officials then focused
on Hamburg Mountain, most of
which is covered by dense forest.

Leslie Melanson told a reporter
on Thursday that she was hopeful
her husband would be found alive.
The Melansons have two children;
Leslie Melanson asked they not be
identified. '

“I am so impressed with the
search and rescue people,” said
Leslie Melanson.  “The wh}riJle
emergency management team has
been absolutely wonderful. They
are out there from first light until
after dark Evmg their full atten-
tion, all _clf eir energy, to saving
my husband;
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